
Census Bureau Policy for Nonstatistical Program Use 
 
The Census Bureau identifies and tabulates data for the urban and rural populations and their associated 
areas solely for the presentation and comparison of census statistical data. The Census Bureau does not 
take into account or attempt to anticipate any nonstatistical uses that may be made of these areas or their 
associated data, nor does it attempt to meet the requirements of such nonstatistical program uses. 
Nonetheless, the Census Bureau recognizes that some federal and state agencies are required by law to 
use Census Bureau defined urban and rural classifications for allocating program funds, setting program 
standards, and implementing aspects of their programs. The agencies that make such nonstatistical uses 
of the areas and data should be aware that the changes to the urban and rural criteria for Census 2000 
might affect the implementation of their programs. 
 
If a federal, state, local, or tribal agency voluntarily uses these urban and rural criteria in a nonstatistical 
program, it is that agency's responsibility to ensure that the criteria are appropriate for such use. In 
considering the appropriateness of such nonstatistical program uses, the Census Bureau urges each 
agency to consider permitting appropriate modifications of the results of implementing the urban and rural 
criteria specifically for the purposes of its program. When a program permits such modifications, the 
Census Bureau urges each agency to use descriptive terminology that clearly identifies the different 
criteria being applied so as to avoid confusion with the Census Bureau's official urban and rural 
classifications. 

 
 

Prepared by: Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research & Analysis,  
       Census & Geographic Information Network     -    June 2003 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 


